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TALKING POINTS ON NEGOTIATIONS 
FOR MEETING WITH PRESIDENT THIEU 


The Military Factor 

-- North Vietnam’s offensive could be a prelude to a diplomatic 
move. They would probably want to try and demonstrate communist 
strength on the battlefield before engaging in serious talks at the con- 
ference table. 

-- Whatever Hanoi ! s purposes and tactics, the results of their 
current offensive will be crucial -- not only for the situation in your 
country but also for any possible negotiations. 

-- Thus, of course, we plan to keep our eye on the decisive arena here 
on the ground. 

-- We will continue our full support to the courageous and effective 
efforts being made by your armed forces and people. We will carry out 
the full range of measures that I have outlined to you today. 

-- An all-out response to the communist offensive is mandatory, not 
only for the defense of your country but also to make the other side negotiate 
reasonably in Rris. Once their weakness and your strength is demon- 
strated, perhaps they will at last talk in realistic terms. 
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Private Talks with the North Vietnamese 

-- Ambassador Bunker has been keeping you informed on the private 
exchanges we have had with the North Vietnamese since the Presidents 

January 25 speech. 

-- Thus you will recall: 

, In early March the North Vietnamese postponed a secret meeting 
scheduled for March 20 until mid-April. 

• In late March they accepted an April 24 date but insisted that 
plenary sessions be resumed beforehand. 

• On April 2 we said we would resume the plenary sessions on 
April 13 but warned against their continuing their military offensive. 

We pointed out that their military operations were inconsistent with 

the purpose of these meetings, that we had been showing great restraint, 
and that we couldn’t remain indifferent if the step-up of military 
operations continued. 

. On April 6 we told the North Vietnamese that because of their 
continuing offensive we would not resume the plenary session on 
April 13. We said that the question of a plenary session on April 
would depend on the circumstances existing at that time. 

-- Since then, there has been the following Developments. On April 

11th, we told the North Vietnamese that no useful purpose would be served 



TOP SECRET /SENSITIVE /EXCLUSIVELY EYES ONLY 



Keproaucea at me National Arcmves 


DECLASSIFIED 

: Authorit y ) 2. • 

B^_NARA Dat e j 



by holding a plenary session on April 20 given the continued flagrant 
violation of the DMZ and the extension of military operations into 

MRs 3 and 4. 

-- We added that we remain prepared to meet secretly on April 24 
and that if progress were made at the private meeting we would be agreeable 
to resumption of the plenary sessions shortly thereafter. [NOTE: Add April 15 news 
-- Publicly, we instructed Ambassador Porter upon his return to 
Paris on April 13 to reveal the contents of our private message of April 2, 
namely that we were prepared to resume the plenary session on April 13. 

-- From this record you will see that in addition to pursuing every 
negotiating possibility, we obviously have been writing for the record as well, 
in order to head off any charges that we were responsible for the impasse 
in Paris. 

-- We are in a somewhat ambivalent situation with regard to the April 24 
meeting. The two sides have agreed on a date for a secret meeting, but we 
have now knocked out their premise that plenary sessions resume before 
the meeting. Thus they either have to cancel the private meeting or go 
through with it without any assurance that the public talks will resume. 

-- Thus we will see whether the other side is serious about the private 
talks or whether they were just dangling it in order to get the public sessions 
going again. 
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-- It is interesting that the other side*s messages have been some- 
what ambiguous about the holding of this private meeting despite our 
continued bombing and refusal to resume plenary sessions to date. 

-- We believe we will hear from them again. If not, Dr. Kissinger 
plans to travel to Paris on the assumption that the meeting is on. If the 
other side does net show up for the meeting, we might reveal the record, 
depending on the circumstances. 

Our Approach 

-- On April 24 Dr. Kissinger will privately listen to the other side. 

Our position is that it is up to them to respond to the generous and statesman- 
like proposals that you and President Nixon made on January 25/6. 

--In particular we will once again make it unmistakeably clear that 
their political demands are unacceptable. We will point out that they must 
accept you and your Administration as a reality if they want a political settle- 
ment and that you made unprecedented political offers in January. 

-- We should be able to tell in one meeting whether they are serious 
or are engaged in diversionary maneuvers. We have no intention of continuing 
the secret talks merely to hear the same sterile demands and rhetoric and will 
emphasize this from the outset. 

-- We will, of course, continue to keep you fully informed through 
Ambassador Bunker. 
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Que stions 

-- We would welcome any views you might have on this subject. 

-- What do you think Hanoi 1 s strategy is? How do you think they relate 
their military tactics to their negotiating /propaganda tactics? 

--If your forces deal them some tough blows on the battlefield, do you 
think they will lick their wounds and regroup for another offensive next 
year? Or might they be willing to make a reasonable settlement? 
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